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School/Department: International Institute of Social Studies (ISS) 
 

Project Title: The Politics of Waste in China’s Contemporary Food System 

Abstract: Food production in China is increasingly industrialized, capitalized, 
and globalized. This has environmental implications including soil and 
water pollution; political economic implications including new trade 
regimes and disputes; and socio-cultural implications including 
transformations in the sites, forms, and meanings of food 
consumption. In these contexts, waste emerges as an important 
“byproduct” of food production and consumption, and a provocative 
lens through which to analyze food politics and foodways. From 
manure flowing out of industrial livestock operations, to food waste 
and food packaging flowing out of households and eateries, to 
circular economy initiatives aimed at waste reduction, waste is an 
integral component of agriculture and eating in China today.  
 
This PhD project investigates the politics of waste production, 
management, and contestation in China’s food system. Working with 
Dr. Schneider, the candidate will select a food system sector (or 
sectors) to examine through the lens of waste. Local and global 
relations and materials may be considered.  
 
The main research questions are: How is the production and 
distribution of waste managed (and/or regulated), and by whom? 
What social institutions and conventions determine which wastes are 
considered valuable in China’s food system? Who are the key actors 
and institutions involved in waste reduction and waste-to-value 
initiatives, and what are the leading discourses, strategies, and 
contestations for resisting waste at various stages of food 
production? 
 

Requirements of 
candidate: 

Background: sociology, critical human geography, anthropology, 
science and technology studies (STS), political ecology 
 
In addition to a background in social science (humanities is also 
possible), the candidate should have the ability to (or at minimum, the 
interest in learning how to) critically engage environmental issues as 
socially and historically situated, rather than as simply technical 
problems.   
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Master’s degree: Yes 
 
IELTS Grade: 7.0 (minimal 6.0 per component), or 
TOEFL: 100 (minimal 20 per component) 
(or exemption if MA degree was in English) 
 

Supervisor 
information: 

Dr. Mindi Schneider 
Email address: schneider@iss.nl   
Personal website: https://www.egsh.eur.nl/people/mindi-schneider/  
 
Prof. Murat Arsel 
Email address: arsel@iss.nl 
Personal website: https://www.eur.nl/people/murat-arsel  
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