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Project Title:

Environmental factors influencing poverty in China

Abstract:

China has achieved remarkably high economic growth rates over the
past decades. And the country has been a success story in reducing
poverty. However, these positive developments had their downsides.
First, the high growth has led to high and unsustainable levels of
pollution and carbon emissions. Secondly, it has been accompanied
by rising income inequality. This means that it becomes increasingly
difficult to advance the living standards of the remaining poor.

While there has been a lot of research examining the effects of
economic growth on the environment in China (Wang et al. 2014:
Kahn and Zheng, 2016), it is less common to analyse the reverse
relationship. This project aims to assess the effects of environmental
factors on poverty. It will exploit the heterogeneous pollution situation
in different regions in China as well as different levels of vulnerability
to climate change in order to assess the effect on poverty, using
poverty household surveys. One example for Nicaragua is the study
by Herrera et al. (2018). The effect of different pollution or emissions
policies on poverty may also be examined. The project will mainly use
guantitative methods.
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Requirements of
candidate:

Background : A Master degree in one of the social sciences with
experience in quantitative research and in using household survey
data.

Master's degree : Yes
ESSB English requirements:

IELTS: 7.5 (min. 6.0 for all subs.); or
TOEFL: 100 (min. 20 for all subs.)

Supervisor
information:
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Email address: dijkstra@essb.eur.nl
Personal websit: https://www.egsh.eur.nl/people/geske-dijkstra/
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